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I provide this list of references for three reasons. First is to preserve the literature search 
of books and articles for which I’ve confirmed the use of the phrase “lysis from without” or 
equivalent. Second is to indicate that the concept of lysis from without has been relevant over the 
years, including recent years, to a relatively large number of phage researchers. Lastly, it is 
within this literature that background reading for the main commentary can be found. 

The list should not be assumed to be comprehensive but otherwise only includes English-
language publications. It was generated through a combination of searches of PubMed (34 hits 
for “lysis from without” or “lysis-from-without”, not all of which were from the phage 
literature); searches on “lysis from without” in American Society for Microbiology, Genetics 
Society of America, Rockefeller University Press, and Society for General Microbiology journal 
or journals; a search of my personal reference database; automated searches of my PDF 
collection (on the phrase “lysis from without”); and follow up on references to the literature 
made by others. Each article was individually searched for the phrase “lysis from without” 
(which, in PDF form, automatically finds “lysis-from-without” as well), and if not present then 
“lysis” or “without”, or any abbreviations used by authors, e.g., “LO”, “LFW”, or “LWO”.  

In the following table I have attempted to categorize these references at least to a first 
approximation. Note that I employ there at least four abbreviations, LOV, LOL, LOR, and LOS 
which refer to lysis from without as induced by phage virions, lysis from without as induced by 
phage lysins, resistance to lysis from without, and ‘lysis from without’ as induced by 
streptomycin, respectively. I’ve attempted to differentiate further especially among those 
references addressing LOV. However, it is important for readers to appreciate that this 
differentiation does not constitute in any manner an in-depth review of the references presented. 
In addition, I purposefully avoided including references that are not from the phage literature. 
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Table S1     Articles that discuss or mention lysis from without (and related concepts) 

Category or sub-category References 

Lysis from without as mediated by whole virions (LOV), 
includes discussions, experiments, definitions, caveats, etc., 
other than as listed below 

1-125 

Possible pre-1940 observationa of LOV 126-129; see also 91,97 

LOV consideration in phage therapy context 130-146 

LOV mention in molecular mechanisms context 147-159 

Resistance to lysis from without (LOR) 160-192; see also 15 

Spot testing, plaque formation, or phage typing context 193-211; see also 23,41 

LOV not observed 212-243 

LOV, brief mention only 244-272 

Publications in which the term “premature lysis” is used 
synonymously or in association with LOV (sample only) 

11,32,98,101,106,115,118,119, 
146,191,263  

LOV-like experiments but term does not seem to be used 273-276 

Lysis from without as mediated by lysin (LOL) 277-295; see also 10,11,95,101    

Hybrid LOV and LOL 296-302 

‘Lysis from without’ as mediated by streptomycin (LOS) 303-309 
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